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175 TREATISE ON PROPHECY(?) IN THE Album 198
STYLE OF CLEMENT

Freer MS 5 Fayum late III

Washington, Smithsonian Institution, Freer Gallery of Art, MS V.  *H.A.Sanders and C.Schmidt, The Minor Prophets
in the Freer Collection and the Berlin Fragment of Genesis (New York 1927) 228-29, pl.II; Facsimiles of the
Washington Manuscript of the Minor Prophets in the Freer Collection (Ann Arbor 1927) 69-70.  H.St.J. Thackeray, 'A
papyrus scrap of Patristic writing', JTS 30 (1929) 179-90, pl. opp. 184. VH 636; KV 9; Pack, App. 10; LDAB
1998.563; Montevecchi, La Papirologia, 325; Turner, Typology, 506.

Codex of fine quality papyrus, probably originally 48 leaves, which contained the Minor Prophets (319) on the first 39
pages, and this text on the last 9. Original measurements 32 x 14 cm, according to Turner; Van Haelst (284) gives 35 x
15; Sanders (10) had posited a measurement for a double leaf of the codex as 34.4 x 30 cm.  Forty fragments are glassed
together, of which twenty join. The largest, broken on all sides, the text of which was given by Sanders (229) and
Thackeray (180) measures 3.8 - 5.3 (B) x 8.4 (H) cm. Both editors omit to mention the traces of a line preceding l.1 and
another after l.14. Some of the restorations of Thackeray are impossible palaeographically. We give the text here of 8
contiguous fragments (including that reproduced by S. and T.), c. 9 (B) x 8.4 (H) cm at its furthest extremes. Patristic
text written in a well executed literary informal round hand, inclined to the right; different from that of the Minor
Prophets, although it closely resembles the hand which adds marginal notations on the Minor Prophets in several
places. Van Haelst gives a date of III for the Patristic text, late III for the Minor Prophets; Turner dated the Minor
Prophets to IV (Typology 59); Roberts, MSB 16, n.(h), gives later III for the Minor Prophets; LDAB gives III-IV.
Diairesis (r. 9, 14). Nomina sacra: k—"—, q—"— ; anqrwpo ª, patro" written in full.

Recto (→):

          º o[ntw ≥" ou\n ejstin ª ... truly therefore it is ...
          º ≥ as ≥ ≥ ta ≥ ≥ n marturou' ª sin ... to those witnessing ...
          º mhv ti" n ª ≥ º a ≥ishi th;n pol ª ... lest someone...
          º  s ≥w ≥ k ≥a ≥l ≥o ≥u ≥mevnhn s ≥ke ≥i ≥ ª  ... called ...

 5           º  kai; dia; ≥ t ≥ ≥ tw ≥n ≥ tecnivtw ≥ ª n ... of the craftsmen ...
          º e ≥loun h ≥n tevcnhn to ª ... (their) craft ...
          º t ≥u ≥r ≥ ≥ ≥ e ≥ [gersin ajnqrwpo ª ... awakening of man ...
      º ≥p ≥an p ≥er ≥i ≥ ; t ≥h;n  ejkklhsiva ≥n ≥ l ≥ ª ... around the church ...
      º ≥ z ≥a ≥a ≥q ≥ i ≥d ≥r ≥ut ≥ai ajnhboh ≥ ª  ... it is established (?)...

10        º ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥  h ≥ tou' paq ≥ ≥ lete ª             ...
           º  ≥ t ≥eivch ≥ so ≥u taut ≥h ≥ ª ... your walls by this ...

        º  ≥i ≥ jEzekihl boa'/ kai; levgei kai ≥ ª ... Ezekiel cries and says ...
º k ≥ ≥ hm ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥f ≥h ≥d ≥i ≥a ≥ kai; ejp ∆ aujtw'/ ≥ ≥ soi kalo ≥ ª ... and on it...
º w ≥ tou' kai; a ≥ ≥ hp ≥ ≥ al ≥o ≥e ejkei' kai; ij ≥douv ≥ ª ... there, and behold! ...

15 º u tou' w ≥sou ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ c ≥a ≥l ≥ko ≥u'" ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ª ... bronze(?)...
º th'i≥ ceiri; aujtou'≥≥ ª ≥ º kai≥ ª ... by his hand...
   º ≥ ≥ m≥r≥ kai\h/ a≥l≥ ª≥           ...
         º ≥ou ka ≥ ª           ...

1 Ihsou º  " T.   2 o  º  n T.   3 hsai T.   4  ≥ ≥qelhn S. & T. s ≥k(e ≥)i ≥  ª  agrafia T.   9 uhi aneboh ≥  ª  san T. i>drutai
pap.  kaqivdrutai ?   13 m ≥a ≥r ≥t ª ure º " oi kalo ª umenoi dwdeka  T.   14 t ≥a ≥de l ≥eg ≥e ≥i ≥ k———"— T.  i>dou pap.
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Verso (↓):

    º  s ≥o ≥fistw'n k ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ru ª ... of the sophists ...
    ºejkklhsiva" d h; geivtosi ≥ ª n ... of the church indeed to the neighbours...
oijko º dov ≥mou ou\n ho ≥ ≥  ª ≥ º  kai; enu ≥ ª ... therefore of the builder? ...
    º i ≥n th;n nu'n uJpo; pollh ≥ ≥ ª ... the present one by much ...

 5     º ≥n≥ lov≥gwn kai; ejc≥q≥roi'" ª≥  ... of words and to enemies...
    º livqo" a[nqrax ej≥toimavz≥w ª ... the garnet stone. I am preparing...
    º to; purw'de" n ≥a ≥ ª ≥ º ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ar ª ... its fiery nature ...
ei\p º e ≥n ≥ ijdou; ejgw; eJtoimavzw fw ª ... [he said], Behold, I am preparing...
   uJ º po; tou' patrov"  ≥ t ≥oi ≥ ≥ ≥ pr ≥ ª ... by the Father ...

10     º to; e}n uJster ≥o ≥n ª ... the one later ...
    º e ≥ jn dovxhi ajpokal ª ufqhvsetai ... [shall be] revealed in glory ...
    º tw'n me;n krith;" g ≥e ≥n ≥ovnmen ªo" ≥ º un a ≥e ª ... of some having become the Judge ...
    º u≥l≥ ≥n≥ kai; e{tero" mavrtu" ajx≥iovlogo"≥ ≥ ≥ ª ... and the other witness of note...
    º  h ≥th" oujk a[ra h\n tin ≥a ≥ ≥ dra" ≥ n poioumen ≥ ≥ª            ...

15                         º h k(uvrio)" oJ q(eov)" m ≥o ≥ ª ... the Lord God...
                        º kai; h ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ª            ...
                        º eq ≥t ≥ ª            ...

1 t ≥o ≥u ≥twn a ≥ S.   3 mou ≥ sunp S.  oiko º do ≥mou ergw T.   4 ujp  ª  arcousan T.   5   ≥ ≥ ≥i ≥d ≥ou e ≥i ≥mi ≥ ≥ ≥ S. c ≥h ≥doni ≥a ≥n
kal  ª  oumenhn  º T.   8 egw eip ≥  ª S.   11  ≥ ≥ ≥b ≥h ≥i ≥n ≥hkal S.   14 o ≥u ≥ karn ≥itwn ≥ S.  di" º  h tri" T.

This text, which followed at the end of the codex containing the Minor Prophets (cf. 319), was glassed
in a fragmentary state after Sander's conservation of the codex, and has been unstudied since
Thackeray's treatment. However, personal inspection confirms that half the forty fragments join to
form the remains of a single page; as it seems likely that the remaining fragments also derive from this
page, it may have been the only page of this work which survived.  In anticipation of a full new edition
of the text, we reproduce here the large fragment edited by Sanders and Thackeray, plus seven
adjoining fragments.

   Into the text have been introduced several new readings of the main fragment (based on autopsy).
The 'tentative' readings of Sanders were often displaced by Thackeray in a highly speculative attempt to
show that the text was by Clement.  The chief clue to the identity of the fragment is in l.12 of the recto.
The expression boa'/ (or kevkragen) introducing a biblical passage or paraphrase is to be observed in
Clement of Alexandria and Justin Martyr, but (prior to IV and its currency in John Chrysostom) the
combination boa'/ kai levgei is used by Clement only, e.g. Prot. 94.2, cf. Paed. 1.9.76, Strom.
7.9.53.  The possibility that the fragment belongs to a lost work of Clement would be increased by the
use of other words with significant parallels in his works (recto ll.4, 7, 11: verso ll.3, 6-8) if the
restorations and arguments of Thackeray were followed, but they repeatedly defy the plain reading.

The text of the recto indicates the use of OT prophecy for messianic purposes, Ezekiel certainly (r.
12), and perhaps Isaiah, if teivch sou in r.11 echoes Isa. 60:18 (so Thackeray, but his suggested
reading of Isaiah's name at r.3 cannot stand). The metaphors relating to building (r.5) and walls (r.11)
could be used to compare Zion of the Old Covenant with the Church and the heavenly Jerusalem of the
New (e.g. Isa. 60:18, Eph. 2:21, Rev. 21:2).  Such a context would be strengthened by references on
the verso to the Church (v.2) and to building (v.3), which have good parallels in the Stromateis of
Clement (7.5.28).  Thackeray assumed that a quotation from Isaiah 54:11 commenced at v.8 (ijdou;
ejgw; eJtoimavzw), but the adjoining fragment shows that fw ª, rather than the expected soi, follows
these words). Yet the passage clearly reflects the OT text; the livqo" a[nqrax has already featured
above (v.6). The references to the 'fiery garnet' and other gems (the livqo" i[aspi" is mentioned on
another fragment, not reproduced here) might well have been interpreted along the lines of Clement's
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comments on the heavenly city in Revelation (Paed. 2.12.119).  Thackeray believed that v.9-12 echo
the teaching of the Gospels on the last Judgement, especially Matt. 25:31ff.

It is possible that the title of this lost work survives in two words (written in a larger hand of the
same date) which Sanders read under the main subscription to the Twelve Prophets as prof v
kh ≥r ≥u ≥k ≥e ≥i ≥  ª  a  º.  This could be restored as prof (htikh; ) khrukeiva, 'A Prophetic Proclamation',
which Thackeray took for the title of the present work. Yet it seems strange that the title was at the foot
of a page on which there was no text following it, and not (as might be expected) at the head of the new
text.

New readings on the largest fragment cast doubt on Thackeray's identification of the text's author.
Neither these nor the remaining fragments have permitted a positive alternative identification. On
another fragment (not reproduced here) the writer refers to the 'New Testament' (kainh; diaqhv ª kh)
and Revelation (ajpo  º  kavluyi"). A context for such a discussion of Revelation and the New
Testament, and one which fits well with the messianic tone of this text, might be found in the dispute
between Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria, and the adherents of the teachings of Nepos, a 'Bishop of
Egypt', which took place in the middle of the third century (Eusebius,HE 7.24). Concentrated in the
Fayum (where this codex was found), this group followed the teachings of Nepos, as set out in his
Refutation of the Allegorists. Dionysius answered this in two books On the Promises, in which he felt
compelled to question the canonical status of Revelation. Eusebius excerpts sections of Dionysius'
work (HE 7.24-25) but the text as preserved here is not among them. As the text of Nepos' work is
lost, there is no way of determining whether or not this papyrus preserves a fragment of a work which
was influential in early Fayumic Christian communities.


