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246 GREEK-COPTIC GLOSSARY TO HOSEA AND AMOS Album 271

BL inv.10825 verso provenance unknown late III

London, British Library inv. 10825. Ed.pr. H.I. Bell and H. Thompson, 'A Greek-Coptic Glossary to Hosea and Amos',
JEA 11 (1925) 241-246, pll. XXXI-XXXIV; MPER  NS 18. 257a. Corrections to  the Coptic: W.-P. Funk,
Concordance to Short Texts and Fragments in the Middle Egyptian Dialect of Coptic (Barttlefield, Quebec City 1983).
Rahlfs 829; Aland 7 = Repertorium AT 109, 112; VH 286; LDAB 3141.

Papyrus, 4 fragments of a roll (plus 4 small unplaceable fragments). Verso(↓): Remains of 6 cols. (2 each on A and B,
1 each on C and D); calculations by the ed.pr. indicate that each col. would have covered c. 20 Biblical verses and that
the original height of the cols. would have been c. 19 cm. An entire col. is lost between frags. A and B. C belongs
adjacent to B, with B.ii.4 aligning with C.i.2. By Frag. D the scribe has passed from Hosea to Amos, and the distance
between C and D cannot be estimated (ed.pr., 242). Greek and Coptic in the same hand, a crude documentary semi-
cursive, resembling more Greek hands than contemporary Coptic styles; ed.pr. compared the colophon of BM Or. MS
7594 (IV1), but the present text is earlier. As the text is not likely to be more than a century after the recto text (mid-
late II; see below), ed.pr. suggested late III for the verso; 'environ 300' van Haelst;  III/IV Hasitzka, MPER NS 18.
257a. Abbreviations frequent in the Greek; Coptic fully written out. Diairesis (A.ii.13, B.ii.4). Nomina sacra: q(e)w'/
(A.ii.3).  Recto(→): ined. (property?) register, in a 'flowing cursive' (ed.pr.) dated by them to mid II, comparing
P.Lond. 2 Atlas pll. 53 (145), 60 (c) (157), 73 (a) (183); Hunt (opinion cited in ed.pr., 241-42) believed c. 200 more
appropriate.

Frag. A
Col. i (Hosea 2.9-13) Col. ii (Hosea 3.5-4.7)

--- --- --- --- --- ---
--- --- --- --- --- --- º eksthsontai Ú  eyª

                      º aei√  ≥ ≥ aæai†å ep escat hmer v  ª
                   º àab ≥ ≥ µas krisi" tw qw—     ª
   k º a ≥lup vª Ú º  etm†reyàobs e ≥ ª pig º n ≥w ≥"         ª

5     º k(ai) nu(n) Ú tenoy qh <peqol ebal ara k ≥ yeud Ú      ª
    º m ≥h exe ≥lhtai Ú  neài neéneàms kecu≥t≥a≥i≥ Ú a¥π     ª
    º a ª p º ostreyw Ú  ntakote %e&bal ekliyou Ú ey™    ª
    º t ; ampelo Ú  na{s}bv nelåle dikazhtai Ú         ª
    º misqwm ≥ ≥ Ú  nabekaye w" antilegom vo"≥ ª

10     º erastai Ú  merrete hmer asqenhsei  ª
    º ep ≥equen ≥ a ≥u ≥t ≥a ≥" Ú  etneseruysiå  n•ey_          w" ouk ec ª wn 
peri º etiqet ≥ ª o º ≥ ≥ ≥a ≥ ª Ú º  <i nesqeèe eras_          apw"w≥   ª
                                      º    ™nøyentes ª
                                      ºsone¡√u ª

   º
   º     tou i>e   ª

                                      ºøyhà nsøª    º    plh≥q≥ ª
--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

i 5 k nu pap.   6 neài neéneàms F. neàine éneàms ed.pr.   7 ntakote %e&bal F. ntakot ebal ed.pr.   8
na{s}bv F. nasbv ed.pr. na™bv pap.   9 misqwm ≥ ≥ : abbreviation mark above the unreadable letters   1 1
etnåseruysiå   pap.? F.   11-12 the diagonal strokes serve to mark off the Coptic from the Greek in the next col.

ii 4 Only the sigma is certain   6 k corr. from c

Frag. B
Col. i (Hosea 6.8-11) Col. ii (Hosea 7.14-8.1)

--- --- --- --- --- --- -- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- -- --- --- --- --- --- --
º ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ª º ≥ ≥ ª   º ≥ª
º º katetemnonto Ú  eyv• ª
º º epai ª d º euqh" e ≥n ≥ emoi Ú ª ≥ ≥  º å¡sªbºvnª
º bracu kati>sc≥u Ú  anak ai<qøm neªyènº™yà

5 º àob emmπiqe elogisanto Ú  aysaxne eraeiª
º e epestrafh" Ú  aykåttoy epeàoªy
º me ei" oud egenonto Ú  ayéope eynineª
º  apaideusi / Ú etbe tmta†sbv peylªes
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º  o faulismo" Ú peeipe pª
10 º åyàate ei" kolpo  aut v Ú <ne†oyª

º tk eèole nek epoi ≥k ≥ Ú eènphç ≥èª
--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

i  1 Traces not recorded by ed.pr.   10 ™yàate F.

ii 1 See app. to i.1   2  : v• : é also possible   4 ai<qo•m neªyènºe•yà F. aiT<ào•m (perhaps qo•m) ne ª  •  •  •ºayà
(or o•yà ?) ed.pr. ºe•yà appears at the left of Frag. C; see descr. above   6 l. aysaène 7 eynineªiº F. eynine ed.pr.  
11 è for èoeis ? ed.pr.

Frag. C
(Hosea 8.14-9.6)

--- --- --- --- --- ---
eplhqun polteic Ú  ªaºwta¢™ªnºewpolª
domat  e v pant alvw ≥ Ú  akmeritaªeiºa nim  ≥ ≥ ª
al v k(ai) lhn ouk egnw auto" Ú  rexnay mtteàrø† ª
eyeusato a ª uto º u" Ú  awèeqal erayª

5 w" arto" penq auto≥i≥"≥ Ú  nuh noyaçk nàhbe•ª
di ª  voi a º rtoi aut vtai" yuc Ú  ebal èe neyaçk ne nª
t º i ≥ p ≥ ª o º i ≥h ≥sete Ú oype        na                   ª
hm º er panhgur Ú à®hç ànetnq nàay  ª
ek º dexetai memfi ª " Ú ewºeéapoy erawª
          º ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥ ª

--- --- --- --- --- ---

4 awèeqal above the line

Frag. D
(Amos 2:8-15)

--- --- --- --- --- ---
    º e~  ≥ ≥ ≥  àe  ≥ ≥ ≥ ≥  an ª
    º   etoynpeuysiasthr ª
    º f Ú   aysehrp nle æåtøyàª ª
    º    åeitakå narr/ npeyàa ª

5     º t ≥o karp ≥o Ú  a¡èoyça àipéoç naw ª
                 ~  ≥ ≥ ≥
hg º ago Ú  aei∆ªotºe nemàtn ª
    º  Ú  àeeipe <neskarkr àapotn ª
               é
    º  Ú  uh naresskarkr nmos %n&qª ª
                             t
       º  Ú  te pot kaka ntatw no¥ª

10   �    prºewàisateªnºewneéoàare†ªw
       º   ≥  shy
          º ~wqine ntewcyx ànn™ ª

--- --- --- --- --- ---

6 aei∆ø†e ? F. aei∆  •e ed.pr.   8 %n&qª F. q¡ ed.pr.   9 l. taka; k not deleted after correction   11 åshy or ™shy ?
ed.pr.

Written on the back of a roll containing a land register, it is possible that this text once contained a
glossary to the entire Minor Prophets (ed.pr., 241). The Greek is frequently abbreviated or takes the
form only of a word or phrase to identify the appropriate section; the Coptic glossary is written out in
full.
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The glossary preserves one of the earliest examples of Coptic proper (as opposed to Old Coptic, cf.
Introduction, V (d)). The Coptic sections are written in dialect M (=Mesokemic/Middle-Egyptian; on
the Coptic dialects, see Introduction, V (d)) suggesting an Oxyrhynchite provenance, although this
cannot be proven. The names which occur in the recto text do not provide any help with provenance
(ed.pr., 241), although it may be noted that there are no identifiable Christian names among them.

The readings of the BL text bear little relation to the known Coptic versions of the Minor Prophets,
which survive in the Achmimic, Sahidic and Bohairic dialects, and is clearly independent of these later
versions (see ed.pr., 243). It is possible that no Coptic version of the Minor Prophets, 'official' or
otherwise, existed at this date; at least none was available to the maker of the glossary. A roughly
contemporary example of Coptic (here Sahidic) glosses on the Greek text of the Minor Prophets is
provided by Freer MS V (319).

The purpose of the glossary is not certain. Ed.pr. thought it most likely to have been made by a
scholar for private use. They raised the possibility of its use in a catechetical or liturgical environment,
although thought the last unlikely, as lections rather than continuous text would be expected (243).
Private usage remains appealing, although the context cannot be further elucidated; was the glossary
preparatory to a full translation of the Minor Prophets? Or an aid in the writing of a Coptic
commentary or Homily on the text ?


